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The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew by Rebecca Jones.  Centreville, MD: 
Tidewater Publishers, 1988. ISBN: 0-87033-440-9 
 
Literature Annotation: The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew by Rebecca C. 
Jones (Tidewater Publishers, Centreville, MD, 1988). Young Caroline Pickersgill lives with 

her mother and grandmother in Baltimore, Maryland. Mrs. Pickersgill, a widow, supports herself 
and her daughter by making flags for the ships that sail into the city. Some soldiers from Fort 
McHenry come to her to order the biggest and best flag in the world, and Caroline helps to 
make it.  When the British sail up the Chesapeake Bay to destroy Baltimore during the War of 
1812, the defenders at the fort beat them back. After the British sail away the next day, the flag 
gallantly streaming over the fort is the one Caroline and her mother had sewn. "By the dawn's 
early light," Francis Scott Key saw it waving "o'er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave." 
 
Grade Level: 4 
 
Duration: 1-2 class periods 
 
Economic Concepts: Goods & Services, Specialization, and Interdependence 
 
Maryland State Curriculum  
Economics Standard:  Students will develop economic reasoning to understand the historical 
development and current status of economic principles, institutions, and processes needed to 
be effective citizens, consumers, and workers participating in local communities, the nation, and 
the world. 
4.A.4.b Describe how specialization results in the interdependence of people (Grade 4) 
4.B.1.b Give examples of the kinds of goods and services produced in Maryland during 

different historical periods (Grade 4)   
 

Objectives: Students will be able to… 

 describe the contributions of Mary Pickersgill to Maryland history. 

 describe the goods and services available in early 19th Century Baltimore. 

 analyze the interdependence of early 19th Century Baltimore. 
 
Vocabulary 
interdependence: people depending on one another for resources, goods, and 
services. When people and businesses specialize, they become interdependent. 
goods: physically tangible objects that can be used to satisfy economic wants, 
including but not limited to food, shoes, cars, houses, books and furniture. 
services: physically intangible actions that can be performed to satisfy economic wants, 
including but not limited to medical care, dental care, haircuts, education, police 
protection, fire protection and national defense 
specialized work: the narrower range of defined skills or labor used to produce a part 
of a product; involves the division of tasks and dependence on other workers to 
complete the production of the good or service 
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Teacher Materials 

 The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew by Rebecca Jones. 

 Ball of Yarn 

 Teacher Resource Sheet #1: Baltimore Directory, 1812: Title Page 

 Teacher Resource Sheet #2: Baltimore Directory: List of Householder’s Names 

 Teacher Resource Sheet #3: Key to 19th Century Terms   

 Teacher Resource Sheet #4: Specialized Workers Cards 
 
Student Materials 

 Student Resource Sheet #1: History Impression: The Biggest (and Best) Flag 
That Ever Flew   

 Student Resource Sheet #2: Mary Pickersgill 

 Student Resource Sheet #3: Goods and Services in Baltimore, 1812 

 Student Resource Sheets #4-10: Baltimore Directory  
 
Additional Resources 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell. The Flag Maker: A Story of the Star Spangled Banner.  New 

York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.   
 
Chapelle, Suzanne E.  The Maryland Adventure.  Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2001. 
 
Motivation 
Distribute Student Resource Sheet #1: History Impression:  The Biggest (and Best) Flag 
That Ever Flew.  Have students work with partners to brainstorm the possible 
connections between the chain of clues on the worksheet.  In the “text guess” section of 
the resource sheet, they should write a paragraph that represents what they think 
today’s lesson will be about.  They should use all of the words in the chain and in the 
order that they are represented.  Have partners share their predication summaries with 
the class. 
 
Development 
1. Tell students that they are going to be learning about a woman named Mary 

Pickersgill and how she contributed to events that took place in Baltimore in 1814.   
 
2. Students should have a working knowledge of the War of 1812.  If not, pages 93-94 

in The Maryland Adventure by Suzanne Chappelle give a nice summary of the War 
of 1812 and the role that Maryland played in the war. 

 
3. Tell students that you are going to read The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew 

by Rebecca Jones.   As you read, they should jot down notes on Student Resource 
Sheet #1 about the significance of the key terms. 

 
4. After reading, ask students to share the information that they learned about the 

various key terms on their History Impression. 
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5. Tells students that Caroline’s mother was Mary Pickersgill.  Distribute Student 
Resource Sheet #2: Mary Pickersgill to student pairs.  Have students read the 
biography and add new information to their History Impression. 

 
6. Tell them that Mary Pickersgill created goods (flags) for the Baltimore community.  

(You may need to review goods and services with students.) Ask them to brainstorm 
other goods that may have been produced in Baltimore during the early 1800’s.   
What services may have been provided? Distribute Student Resource Sheet #3: 
Goods and Services in Baltimore, 1812. Display a transparency of Student Resource 
Sheet #3: Goods and Services in Baltimore, 1812 and begin a master list of goods 
and services. 

 
7. Display Teacher Resource Sheet #1: Baltimore Directory, 1812: Title Page.  Tell 

students that much like the phone books of today; large cities had Directories that 
listed individuals with their name, occupation, and address. This is the cover page 
for Baltimore Directory for 1812.  Display Teacher Resource Sheet #2: Baltimore 
Directory: List of Householder’s Names.  Have students find Samuel Allen.  Ask:  
What is Mr. Allen’s occupation?  (painter & glazier) Does he provide a good or a 
service? (service)   Add these services to the master list.   

 
8. Tell students that they are going to be examining pages of the 1812 Baltimore 

Directory in order to identify additional goods and services available in Baltimore 
during Mary Pickersgill’s life.  Divide students into 7 groups.  Distribute one of the 
Baltimore Directory pages to each group (Student Resource Sheets #4-10).  

 
9. Each group should review their assigned pages and record the goods and services 

found on Student Resource Sheet # 3: Goods and Services in Baltimore, 1812.   
 

Teacher Note:  See Teacher Resource Sheet #1: Key to19th Century Terms for 
definitions of obscure terms. 

 
10. Display the definition of specialized work.  As a class, come up with examples of 

specialization from the life of Mary Pickersgill and the Baltimore Directory.  
  
11. Tell students that specialization leads to interdependence.  Display the definition of 

interdependence.  Discuss. 
 
12. Distribute one specialized worker card from Teacher Resource Sheet # 4, to each 

student.   In their small groups, have each student identify their assigned worker and 
discuss how that worker was interdependent on the other workers in the group. 

 
13. Bring the class together and have them sit in a circle.  Have students participate in 

an “Interdependence Web” Activity.  Hand one student a ball of yarn and have them   
identify their specialized worker and say what that worker is responsible for.  For 
example: “I am the spectacle maker and I am make spectacles for the citizens of 
Baltimore.” The student then chooses another specialized worker and rolls the ball of 
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yarn to them.  As they are rolling the ball of yarn, they will identify how they are 
dependent on that worker.  For example: “I am dependent on the printer to print 
advertisements for my business.”  Each student will do the same thing.  As more and 
more students follow, they will notice that the class has made a “web” with the yarn. 

 
Assessment 
Have students respond to the following prompt. 

 
You are a young person living in Baltimore in 1812.  Write a journal entry describing 
a typical day in your life.  Your journal should include a description of: 

 at least one good that you and your family use 

 at least one service that you and your family use 

 the specialized job held by your father or mother 

 how your father or mother’s job is dependent on other specialized workers 
 

Closure 
Have students revisit the paragraph that they wrote from their History Impression 
(Student Resource Sheet #1).  Direct them to rewrite their paragraphs based on the 
information that they have learned in this lesson.  Discuss. 
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Teacher Resource Sheet #1 

 
Baltimore Directory, 1812: Title Page 

 
 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Teacher Resource Sheet #2 
 

Baltimore Directory: List of Householder’s Names 
 
 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Teacher Resource Sheet #3 
 

Key to 19th Century Terms 
 

Apothecary- pharmacist 
 

Carter, Cartman- a person who drives carts 
 

Confectioner- a person who makes and sells cakes, candies, cookies, etc. 
 

Constable- a police officer 
 

Cooper- a person who makes barrels 
 

Cordwainer- shoemaker, cobbler 
 

Cutler- a person who makes, sells, and repairs knives 
 

Drayman- a person who drives carts 
 

Gauger- a person who collects taxes 
 

Glazier- a person who puts glass in windows 
 

Joiner- a person who constructs windows, doors, and other woodwork 
 

Mantua- a woman’s loose gown that is worn as an overdress 
 

Milliner- a person who makes, designs, and sells hats 
 

Porter- a person hired to carry baggage 
 

Publican- a person who owns or manages a pub or tavern 
 

Rigger- a person who fits the riggings of ships 
 

Saddler- a person who makes, sells, and repairs saddles 
 

Ship Chandler- a person who sells supplies for ships 
 

Tallow- animal fat that is used to make candles 
 

Turner- a person who shapes objects on a lathe 
 

Type founder- a person who makes type for printers 
 

Watchman- a person who patrols the streets at night 
 

Whitesmith- a person who works with white metal (tin) 
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Teacher Resource Sheet #4 
 

Specialized Workers Cards 
 

 
 

Grocer 
 
 

 
 

Miller 

 
 

Carpenter 
 
 

 
 

Cordwainer 

 
 

Confectioner 
 
 

 
 

Hatter 

 
 

Boot Maker 
 
 

 
 

Plumber 
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Dancing Professor 
 
 

 
 

Butcher 

 
 

Labourer 
 
 

 
 

Sail Maker 

 
 

Deputy Sheriff 
 
 

 
 

Teacher 

 
 

Fancy Furniture 
Manufacturer 

 
 

 
 

Apothecary 
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Attorney 
 
 

 
 

Livery Stable Owner 

 
 

Ships Captain 
 
 
 

 
 

Flag Maker 

 
 

Cabinet Maker 
 
 

 
 

Painter 

 
 

Currier 
 
 
 

 
 

Carter 
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Weaver 
 
 

 
 

Accountant 

 
 

Waterman 
 
 

 
 

Brick Layer 

 
 

Printer 
 
 

 
 

Merchant 

 
 

Boarding House 
Owner 

 
 

 
 

Blacksmith 
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Student Resource Sheet #1 
 

History Impression:  The Biggest (and Best) Flag That Ever Flew 
 

 
Key Terms   Text Guess 

      
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
 
 
1812 
 
 
 
Flag maker 
 
 
 
War 
 
 
 
Stars and Stripes 
 
 
 
 
Fort McHenry 
 
 
 
Francis Scott Key 
 
 
 
 
National Anthem 
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Student Resource Sheet #2 

 
Mary Pickersgill 

 
A resident of Baltimore for more than fifty years, Mary Young Pickersgill was a successful Baltimore 
businesswoman. However, Mary Pickersgill’s greatest contribution to Maryland and to the entire United 
States was as a flag maker during the War of 1812.  The flag she made became the inspiration for Francis 
Scott Key to write the poem that has become the national anthem of the United States of America.  Today 

that flag resides in the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of 
American History.  
Mary Young was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania in 1776.  She learned the 
flag-making trade from her mother, 
Rebecca Young, who made ensigns, 
garrison flags and continental standards 
during and after the Revolutionary War.  
Her family first moved to Baltimore, 
Maryland when she was a child.  In 
1795, she married John Pickersgill and 
moved back to Philadelphia until his 
death.  
 

Mary returned to Baltimore in 1807 with 
her widowed mother and young 
daughter, Caroline.  In her home at 44 

Queen Street (now 844 E. Pratt Street), she established a flag-making business, where she successfully 
supported her family, by designing, sewing and selling “silk standards, cavalry and division colours of every 
description,” including signal and house flags for the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, and merchant ships that 
frequented Baltimore’s harbor.  By 1820, she was able to purchase the house she had been renting and 
lived there for the remainder of her life….  
 

…While her business success deserves acclaim, Mary Pickersgill’s national contribution was making the 
30x42 foot American flag that flew over Fort McHenry during the 1814 Battle of Baltimore on September 
13th and 14th.  The United States was at War with Great Britain and Baltimore was preparing for an 
eventual attack.  Major George Armistead, commander of the forces at Fort McHenry, commissioned Mrs. 
Pickersgill to sew a flag “so large that the British will have no difficulty seeing it from a distance.”  She was 
able to hand sew the flag in just six weeks with the help of her daughter, two nieces and two African 
American servants.  It contained over 400 yards of fabric; each stripe was two feet wide and each star 
measured two feet from tip to tip.  The result was an enormous American flag that could be seen for miles 
from the Fort.  When the British attacked Baltimore, Francis Scott Key saw Mrs. Pickersgill’s flag while he 
was held captive on a British ship and was inspired to compose the poem that became the national anthem 
of the United States...   
 
Excerpted from:    
Maryland Commission for Women, 2002. 
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/educ/exhibits/womenshall/html/pickersgill.html 

http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/sc3500/sc3520/012400/012457/html/msa12457.html
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/educ/exhibits/womenshall/html/pickersgill.html
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Student Resource Sheet #3 

 

Goods and Services in Baltimore, 1812 
 
 

Goods Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Developed by the Maryland Council on Economic Education through partnership and funding from Consumer Credit 
Counseling Service of MD & DE 

15 

 
Student Resource Sheet #4 

 

Baltimore Directory #1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #5 
 

Baltimore Directory #2 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #6 
 

Baltimore Directory #3 

 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #7 
 

Baltimore Directory #4 

 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #8 
 

Baltimore Directory #5 
 
 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #9 
 

Baltimore Directory #6 
 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 
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Student Resource Sheet #10 
 

Baltimore Directory #7 
 

Image Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society 


